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European composites
industry set for
slow recovery
COMPOSITES EUROPE 2009 took place in Stuttgart on
27-29 October. We review the show news.

h€ COMPOSfTES EUROPE 20C,9 träde
show änracted over 6100 visitoß to
Stungart. Germany, in October, a rE%

irrrease on the numb€r of visitoß in 2007
(the läst time the shoar was held in Stutt-
oart). There ra,ere ll3 shibitors at the show

A survey was taken by an iMependent
rurket res€arch in5titute during the fair
to determine the industryS outlook. Over
50q6 of tt'€ cornpanies interviewed erpect
a Dronounced increase in ordeß. Another
2796 expect th€ e(onomk shuätion to
remdn steble, while less than l0% of
comoanies interviewed believe that säle9
will deredorate further.

Thc Europcan compcites market

Tt€ G€rmä federarbn of reinforced plastks,
AVl( released its btest st*i*ks for rhe Eum-
p€än <onposites ind$rry ät the Internätbnd
AVK Cmfererrce which m:rked fE srart of
COMPOSIIES EUTOPL Accoding to fr Elma
It{tten, AVKs Managing Director, by the end of
2009, the prod'Jctb'l \o{.,m€ of üe European
rnaket üatysed in its rurvey wil gobaHy
hä/e dropped by abo'r a tttird frorn rhat of
2m7. Flo, €\€r, n€'t all mdl€t s€gm€rts are
fueling tfe cnrrh in the sane nay, he notel
and cornpanies ae rnaking consi<leraHe

effcns to ernbräce opportunlies in exisrirg
m:rk€t5 as ,,tel ö new ones,

In th€ AlK suNey, the fuopean mrket
ilatrsed was limited to those countries kniliär
to the raw m*€rids suppliers interviewed.lhe
frgures focus only on glass fibe reinficrced
ph*ks (GRP).

h 2@, GRP prodLEtior' vdür€s in EJop€
ate expected to reach 81 5 Offi t (FBure 1).
abon JO% doidn on 2S7. ,tlonqel Winen
ndes that o\€r $ort€r time frrnes, ink'nna-
tion ötäined from nw nnterials pmduers

on vlhich thb d*a pimaily relies rnay deviate
from the volunes actually procesed dr-ring
this time pedod.)

Gq rtchq.f k e wlt MQuctroplry SioCw.pt Cü epaoyt o.tq.l fibrc <otposha and is lucllcd
by Uoöaftl.
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