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Last year 's sponsor for the SPE's
Innovat ions Award was Ticona.

Under  the  leadersh io  o f  Mar ia
Ci l ibert i ,  Clobal Automotive

Director Ticona, the mem bers
of the jury met at the company's
techn ica l  cen ter  in  Auburn  H i l l s ,

USA,  to  hear  the  nominat ion
speeches.  In  the  end on ly  one

Ticona oroduct made i t  on to the
winners'  podium. However,  this

was direct ly by way of the Crand
Award: the Twinsheet petrol tanl<.

Maria Ciliberti at the SPE Innovations
Award Gala (photo: SPE)
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Maria Ciliberti, Ticona, on the potential of plastics and how

to save money "almost automatically"

i ' i ' , i ivrn: t : : t t . i , , t , , t : :  Only one winner out  of  B is

f r om T i cona .  l s  t ha t  some th ing  t ha t  wo r -

r i es  you?

Ci l i&rer t i :  (Laughing) Certa in ly not ,  in the

end  we  have  been  se lec ted  as  one  o f  t he

bes t  o f  t he  bes t .  My  i n t en t i ons  a re  t o  push

the  SPE  Innova t i on  Awards ,  no t  necessa r -

i l y  t hac  T i cona  w in  a l l  o f  t hem.  W i th  t he

I n n o v a t i o n  A w a r d s  l s e e  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g

oppo r tun i t y  t o  show  the  au tomo t i ve  i ndus -

t ry the k ind of  potent ia l  that  p last ics of fer .

And  t ha t  w i l l  u l t ima te l y  make  eve ryone  i n

t he  p l as t i c s  sec to r  w inne rs  t oo .

!:tt 111t;:11 ri::rri:iu ri t You've made an impressive

j ob  o f  show ing  exac t l y t ha t .  W i t h  j us t  unde r

50  nom ina t i ons )  mo re  t han  750  Ca la  pa r -

t i c i pan t s ,  t he  SPE  Award  mus t  be  t he  b i g -

gest  event  of  i ts  type wor ldwide.  How far

does i t  extend across America?

Cif ibert i :  Actual ly ,  as a g lobal  magazine,

you  a re  i n  a  be t t e r  pos i t i on  t o  answer  t h i s

t h a n  I  a m ,  b u t  l t h i n k  i c  i s ,  f o r  a  s t a r t ,  a

c l ea r  s i gna l  t o  t he  No r th  Amer i can  marke t .

Fo r  us ,  i t  i s  f a r  mo re  impo r tan t  t o  ensu re

tha t  t h i s  (Award )  ach ieves  deep  sec to r  pen -

e t ra t i on .  F rom the  manu fac tu re r  o f  i npu t

ma te r i a l s  t o  t he  mach ine  manu fac tu re r

and  t oo l  make r ,  t he  sma l l  supp l i e r  and  t he

la rge  supp l i e r  and  -  i t  goes  w i t hou t  say i ng
-  r i gh t  t h rough  t o  t he  dec i s i on -mak ing  t i e r s

o f  t he  OEMs ,  che  even t  i s  mean t  t o  show

wha t  p l as t i c s  t oday  a re  capab le  o f .

üüt t r \nwrt t t tcvr , t "  lsn ' t  chis something of

wh i ch  t he  OEMs  and  supp l i e r s  a re  a l r eady

aware?

C i l i bs r t i :  O f  cou rse ,  buc  aga in  and  aga in

i n  d i scuss ions  we  come  ac ross  rese rva t i ons ,

t he  deve lope rs  o r  dec i s i on -make rs  have  a t

some  s tage  had  bad  expe r i ences  w i t h  p l as -

t i c  and  a re  now  adop t i ng  a  c r i t i ca l  a t t i t ude

to  any  p l as t i c s  app l i ca t i ons .  Whac  we  wan t

t o  do  i s  show  tha t  p l as t i c  i s  THE  ma te r i a l

co  gec  comp lex i t y  and  we igh t  ou t  o f  t he

a u t o m o b i l e  a n d  t o  d o  t h i s  w i t h  a  q u a l i t y

t ha t  can  be  app rec ia ted  by  t he  au tomo t i ve

cus tomer .  And  t h i s  3B 'h  Awards  Ca la  o f f e r s

a  wea l t h  o f  g rea t  examp les  o f  t h i s .

i  t . . r l f  i  i : '  i t i , ,  i  r '  ' i , ,  The  wo rd ' g l oba l '  appea rs  on

you r  bus iness  ca rd .  Does  t h i s  mean  t ha t

you  a re  now  l ook ing  t o  ge t  i nvo l ved  w i t h

SPE Eu rope  t oo?

C i l i be r t i :  l t h i nk ,  as  f a r  as  t he  reg iona l

SPE  Assoc ia t i ons  a re  conce rned ,  we  shou ld

work together more c losely.  The word
' g l oba l '  on  my  T i cona  bus iness  ca rd  i s  t o

be  v i ewed  more  i n  t he  sense  o f  cus tomer

o r i en ta t i on .  T i cona  p rov i des  i n t ens i ve

suppo r t  f o r  g l oba l  p l a t f o rms ,  such  as  t he

Fo rd  B  P la t f o rm  o r  t he  CM Camma.  U l t i -

ma te l y ,  t he  OEM dec ides  wheche r  and ,  i f

so ,  whe re  p l as t i c  i s  t o  make  an  en r r y .  l t

i s  f o r  t h i s  r eason  t hac  we  a t  T i cona  have

chosen  t o  adop t  a  g l oba l  app roach ,  so  as

to  deve lop  a l ongs ide  and  t oge the r  w i t h  t he

g loba l  OEMs  i n  p rox im i t y  t o  t he i r  head -

qua r t e r s  and  subsequen t l y  t o  be  ab le  t o

p rov i de  a  r eg iona l  supp l y  se r v i ce  f o r  t he

ma te r i a l  r equ i r ed  f o r  t he  g l oba l  p l a t f o rms

in  a l l  s i gn i f i can t  ma rke t s .  Th i s  i s  ou r  g l oba l

app roach .  And  I  be l i eve  t ha t  T i cona  i s  ve r y

we l l  p l aced  i n  t h i s  r ega rd .

i i lnr l1] . r l r . * t i r . , l r  You have also worked in the

wor l d  o f  au tomo t i ve  p l as t i c s  i n  Eu rope  f o r

a  l ong  t ime .  When  you  compare  t he  cu r ren t

s i t ua t i on  he re  i n  t he  USA w i t h  you r  expe -

r i ences  i n  Eu rope ,  wha t  i s  t he  nex t  ch i ng

to  appea r  on  t he  scene  i n  No r th  Amer i ca

go ing  t o  be?
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Maria Ciliberti, Global Automotive Director

Ticona (photo: Polymotive)

Ci l lbert i :  I  have now been working here in the

States for  7 years but  I  am very of ten in Europe

and other important  automot ive markets l ike

Ch ina  and  I nd ia .  I  t h i nk  t ha t  he re  i n  No r th

America an important  step in the di reccion of

composi tes wi l l  come, both in the structural

a rea  and  i n  t he  non -v i s i b l e  as  we l l  as  v i s i b l e

areas.  These mater ia ls have huge potent ia l .

You mean wi th composi tes

made from fi bre-rei nforced materials?

Ci l i [ rer t i ;  Yes,  buc not  necessar i ly  jusc glass

f ibres,  I  can wel l  envisage carbon f ibres inte-

grated in a polymer matr ix  for  large-volume

p roduc t i on .  When  i t  comes  t o  embedd ing  t he

f ibres lengthwise in the polymer matr ix ,  pul-

t rusion is  def in i te ly super ior  and an ideal  way
- ^  - ^  ^ L ^ . , -  - L : -
L U  B U  d U U U L  L r  i l 5 .

l r eckon  t h i s  i s  my  15 th  mee t -

ing wi th the automot ive industry in North

America and the f i rs t  couple of  words di rect ly

fo l lowing the greet ing have always been: Cost

Reduct ion.  So do your solut ions actual ly  save

any money?

Cif iLrerti: (laughs) Of course, that is the most

important  subject !  But  whenever possib le I

t ry to hold of f  on th is part  of  th is d iscussion

unt i l  la ter .  l t  is  only onqe we have understood

what the customer wants,  we have devised a

sat is factory solut ion,  have done away wich

the complexi ty and taken the weight  out  of

the component,  that  we save money -  at  the

end of  the day,  a lmost  automat ical ly .  But ,

through al l  that ,  I  tend co see the technical

chal lenge f i rs t .  Talk ing about savings before-

hand can c loud the v iew as far  as the best

-  and at  the same t ime the most reasonably

pr iced -  solut ion is  concerned.

Yüü' l ,moter io l -specio l is t"  for
ho rdrsoft-combinot ions.

at break
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Thank you,  Mar ia !


